
Skerries Newsletter – Spring 2021  (English)

Greetings from Skerries.  We are now at the end of March,
Spring has arrived and we are looking forward to celebrating
Easter.  For most of us, we have been staying within Skerries,
because the restrictions imposed by the Government last
January are still in place – we have been at level 5, the highest
level of restriction.  Despite everybody’s efforts, the numbers
of new cases reported daily have remained too high so far for
any alleviation in the situation.  We cannot travel beyond 5km
from home.  Everywhere in Ireland businesses, bars, sports
clubs, museums, galleries, all places of worship, cultural

centres remain closed.  There is no construction work happening, no restaurants or cafés, no public
events.  From mid-March schools have reopened – at first the youngest children and those in their final
year. By now all primary school children and some second level students are back to their classrooms.
This has offered some relief to those parents working from home and trying to school their children at
the same time.  And, of course, the children are delighted to be back among their friends again – even
glad to see their teachers!

The vaccination programme has started. Apart from health care workers, older people were vaccinated
first.  Then the age limit started to come down and those who had serious medical conditions were
included.   However, there are a lot of complaints about the speed at which the programme has gone. At
first, there was a lack of vaccines and then a limit on the use of the AstraZeneca product slowed down
progress.  There is a discontentment among the population now, who, for the most part, have done their
best over the past year to comply with the restrictions. We are looking forward to 12th April, our D-Day,
when the Government in consultation with the medical authorities, may introduce change in the
regulations in regard to meeting with other people, travel within a wider radius and children being
allowed to take part in sports activities.   Maybe, even some opening of businesses.

However, being limited to staying in Skerries is not all bad.  We have the beaches, the sea, Ardgillan park
and the countryside.  A phenomenon which has appeared this year is the number of people who have
continued to swim in the sea during the winter – even in rain, snow and hail !  There has also been an
increase in the number of people taking part, no matter what the weather, in activities such as kite
surfing, stand up paddling and canoeing.  Another more passive sport (if you could call it that) is counting
the number of people (not only the youngsters) who have continued to wear shorts all winter !

One good piece of local news, which gives us great heart, is the fact that a young yachtsman from
Skerries qualified last weekend to take part in the Tokyo Olympics. We are very proud of him.

“Anois teacht an Earraigh, beidh an lά dul cun shίneadh,
Is tar éis na Féil’ Brίde ardόigh mé mo sheol”

As children, many of us learned this poem in the Irish language about the start of Spring – “Now that
Spring has come, the days will be getting longer, And after the Feast of St. Brigid, I will get ready for my
travels”

So, for our ancestors, Spring started on the 1st February. Winter had gone, the seeds were
sown, the days were getting longer and the first lambs appeared.  In company with St.



Patrick, St. Brigid is our national Saint.  There are many legends concerning her life.  Traditionally on 1st

February you opened the doors and windows of the house to let in the spirit of St. Brigid.  Crosses made
from reeds or straw were made and hung at the entrance of the house to chase away evil spirits.  Today,
these crosses are still made in many parts of Ireland and in many primary schools the pupils learn how to
make them.

Many of you will know that the high-point of Springtime in Ireland is St. Patrick’s Day (March 17th) and
over the years we have welcomed many visitors from the Canton of Guichen for the celebrations.  Alas,
this year, for the second year in a row, all celebrations had to be cancelled nationwide.  So, all parades,
concerts, or even visits to each other’s homes were forbidden.

St. Patrick has strong links with Skerries and there are many local legends about
him.  The most well-known concerns St. Patrick and his goat.  When he came to
Ireland c.432, he travelled around the country spreading Christianity.  When he
came to Skerries, he settled on a little rocky island just off the coast – which we
now call St. Patrick’s Island.  One day, when he was away on the mainland, a
group of people from Skerries landed on the island, captured, killed and ate his
pet goat (his dear companion and source of milk). When he got back to the island
and found what had happened, he was furious.  With two giant leaps he returned
to the town to look for the evil-doers.  So great was his fury, that he left his
footprint on the rocks (where it remains to this day). When he confronted the
culprits with their crime, they began to protest, but all that came from their
mouths were bleating sounds like goats. It was only when they confessed their
crime, that their voices returned.  Nowadays, St. Patrick’s goat appears on many
of the emblems of our sports clubs and groups.   And, if you want to insult a
Skerries person, you have only to call them “a Skerries goat”!

Another tradition associated with St. Patrick is that it was the day to plant your
potatoes – and you know how important potatoes are to Irish people. There are
many who say that it also the day that crows start to build their nests.

And now we approach the feast of Easter.  Traditionally during Lent (the 40 day period before Easter), life
was a lot stricter – fasting, no alcohol, meat, no weddings, no dancing – though that has changed
nowadays.  Children are looking forward to their chocolate Easter eggs and there will be egg-hunts
among families around the garden. Some children will paint and decorate eggs.  In some areas in Ireland,
it is the tradition to get up at dawn and go to the highest point, to welcome in the first rays of the rising
sun.

On Good Friday we traditionally eat Hot Cross Buns – little buns with dried
fruit and spices, marked with the sign of the cross. Usually pubs/bars in
Ireland had to close on two days of the year – Christmas Day and Good
Friday, but after many years of petitioning the authorities, this year the
rule was relaxed and alcohol could be sold on Good Friday – but in an
ironic twist of fate, all pubs and bars are closed anyway this year, so we
will have to await another year.

Easter Sunday is usually a time for eating with the family.  Lamb is traditionally served for the main
course, along with fresh baby vegetables and of course, roast potatoes.  For dessert – it must be
something with chocolate.



At one time, Easter or Simnel cakes were baked.  This was a cake with dried
fruits, covered with almond paste and decorated with little almond paste
eggs which were toasted ( all the ingredients which had been forbidden
during Lent).  Nowadays, I think there are few households who go to this
trouble and one simply goes to the cake shop and chooses something
special for the day.

Happy Easter to all – stay safe and well!


